Diagnosis and treatment of an unusual cause of sepsis in a diabetic patient: a Fournier's gangrene.
Actually, the Fournier's gangrene is described as a dermohypodermitis of the perineal, genital and/or perianal regions which can affect both sexes and a wide range of ages. The diagnosis of the disease is essentially made on clinical grounds. Imagery can be interesting in case of an intra-abdominal suspected source of the infection, uncertain diagnosis and good available trechniques. Surgery is the only potential curative therapy and the delay between its application and the beginning of the symptoms is the most predictive prognostic factor. Adjuvant treatments consist of broad spectrum antibiotherapy, hyperbaric oxygenotherapy and topical treatments have been proposed in order to improve the prognosis of these patients, which has remained relatively dark and unchanged for thirty years. The efficiency of such therapeutics are difficult to assess because all available studies do not meet the classical criteria of evidence-based medicine.